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Cuban Cool, Flamenco Fire,  

Sirens of Passion and Desire! 
 

Ernest ‘Papa’ Hemingway and friends party in Havana’s legendary 
mojito bar, La Bodeguita del Medio. The stunning singers seduce 
their audience in vocal duels of Flamenco and Afro-Cuban beats. 
 

Mojito! is a music-theatre cabaret performed by a nine-piece Latin 
orquesta of outstanding musicians who, like Hemingway, traverse 
the continents of the Latino world. 
 

Adelaide’s mesmerising chanteuse, Charmaine Jones-
Devasagayam joins an impressive lineup of international musicians 
featuring the extraordinary singer Nancy Ruth direct from Spain, 
the phenomenal Cuban trumpeter Lazaro Numa, and a host of 
amazing others from the Latin diaspora igniting a fiesta of fire and 
flair. 
 

Mojito! is produced by Brendan Fitzgerald and eMotion Music, 
creators of former Fringe hits, TAKE FIVE - The Dave Brubeck 
Story and SWING – The Beat That Shook The World. 
 
Title:      MOJITO! 
 
Writers: Steve Gration and Brendan Fitzgerald 
 
Venue:   Sutherland Entertainment Centre (SEC), Sydney 
               Garden of Unearthly Delights, Adelaide Fringe 
 

Dates:    Saturday 3rd March, 2018 8pm, SEC 
  Adelaide Fringe 2018 – Venue to be advised 
 

Tickets:   Via Sutherland Entertainment Centre and Fringetix 
 

Contact:  Brendan Fitzgerald 
  emotionmusic.com/mojito 
   mmmusic@chariot.net.au 
   Tel: 0417 775 445  
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Charmaine Jones-Devasagayam and Nancy Ruth 
 

Critical Acclaim 
★★★★★ This production had it all: songs, often in Spanish; dance 
routines and music from vocals to an eight piece instrumental 
group, all with a retrospective Latino tinge. 
John McBeath, The Advertiser, Adelaide, 7th March, 2017 
 

★★★★ Mojito is a joyous celebration of Spanish, Latino and Cuban 
music styles performed by a stellar cast of singers and musicians. 
Steve Horne, InDaily, Adelaide, 7th March, 2017 
 

Charmaine Jones has to be heard, the quality of her voice is 
beyond words. Go hear her while you can.   
Barry Lenny, Broadway World 
 

Intense musical passion! An unforgettable evening of fiery Latin-
inspired music from this incredible performer, Nancy Ruth. 
Dave Gallant, Sooke News Mirror, Canada 
 

Mojito! and Artist Video Previews 
Oye Como Va, Mojito! show opening – Spiegeltent, 2017 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87nwaFEmzYQ&sns=em 
 

Nancy Ruth – Para Ti original song clip 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-66OAC_QdQ 
 

Charmaine Jones – Me and Missus Jones showreel 
https://youtu.be/tiM12imWI3c?list=PLZ5pA5gIQv4JJcU55yK7wedR
CO2_1EGZJ 
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MOJITO! – The Hemingway Cabaret 
Background and Latin Music Counterpoint 

 

 
 

Ernest Hemingway 
 

The Plot 
Ernest ‘Papa’ Hemingway orchestrates a soiree of Latin 
music, seductive dance and mojito at La Bodeguita del 
Medio. The mojito weaves its mischievous spell and the 
singers find themselves in a web of amorous intrigue. As the 
evening proceeds, the songs crescendo in a frenzy of 
passion and mojito madness! 
 

The Potion 
The mojito is a highball of Cuban rum, mint, fresh lime, 
sugar cane juice and soda.  Hemingway being a man of 
infinite good taste liked his Mojito spiked with French 
Champagne! 
 
The Bar 
Havana’s La Bodeguita del Medio is famed for its creation of 
Cuba’s definitive cocktail. Since its establishment in 1950, 
the bar has been a mojito mecca for international literati, 
artists and musicians.	 The bar boasts a hand-written 
dedication on its wall attributed to Hemingway:  
"My daiquiri in El Floridita, My mojito in La Bodeguita”.		
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The Music 
Hemingway’s exotic entourage of musicians present popular 
songs and dances of seduction that traverse the Latino 
world. The dynamic mix of Rumbas, Flamenco, Baladas and 
Boleros will undoubtedly inspire the audience to jump into 
the action! 
 

Like ‘Papa’ Hemingway’s euphoric mojito, the music 
smoulders of rum, chills with the clarity of mint and bounces 
with the bubble of champagne. 
 

Featured classic songs include:  
Candela - Buena Vista Social Club 
Chan Chan - Compay Segondo  
Oye Como Va - Tito Puente  
Quizas Quizas - Osvaldo Farrés 
Bésame Mucho - Consuelo Velázquez 
Historia de Un Amor - Carlos Eleta Almarán. 
Original songs in the production are written by 
Nancy Ruth, Brendan Fitzgerald and Steve Gration. 
 

The Host 
Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961), celebrated American 
author, adventurer and romantic, maintained a lifelong 
passion for both Spain and Cuba.  
 

His early interest in Spain was sparked by a fascination for 
the bullfights of the Festival of San Fermin in Pamplona. His 
frequent visits to Pamplona provided the material for his first 
novel “The Sun Also Rises”(1926). For Hemingway, the 
contest of matador and bull is a treatise on the nature of 
courage and fear, which he documents in “Death in the 
Afternoon” (1932). His later embroilment in the Spanish Civil 
War as a foreign correspondent in 1937 was to inspire his 
novel “For Whom the Bell Tolls”.  
 

In 1939, Hemingway made Cuba his home base and 
remained a resident until 1960. Havana was Hemingway’s 
paradise where he could not only reconcile his passions for 
the great seafaring outdoors and a Latin lifestyle, but also 
feel himself a soul at the coalface of history in the pre-Castro 
years.  
 

In Havana, he wrote his masterpiece “The Old Man and the 
Sea” for which he won the Pulitzer Prize in 1952 and 
accepted the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1954. 
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Characters and Cast 
 

‘Papa’ Hemingway (Ben Gatehouse) celebrated author in 
search of characters for his next novel! Papa cajoles the 
singers and musicians into an exploration of the themes that 
captivate him - betrayal, drunkenness, guilt, fear, jealousy, 
greed, lust, love, courage, ecstasy and tenderness.  
 

The Singers: Juaneta (Charmaine Jones-Devasagayam), Rosa 
(Nancy Ruth) and Pepé (Christian Cifuentes), puppets of 
Hemingway’s complex power play of mixed emotions. 
 

Novia (Diana Scalzi) the saucy waitress who mixes a mean 
mojito!  
 

eMotion Music 
Pulsating Rhythms of Passion and  

Exceptional Experience 
 
eMotion Music is an Australian production house for creative 
music, engaging diverse talent with multi-disciplinary 
approaches to ignite exciting entertainments. Critically 
acclaimed productions include Take Five -The Dave Brubeck 
Story, Swing-The Beat that Shook the World, Me and Missus 
Jones and Ah Hum! – Cocinando con Latin-jazz. 
 

eMotion Music was established by Brendan Fitzgerald, a 
highly regarded South Australian musician and producer. A 
brilliant keyboard player in his own right, Brendan has a 
passionate commitment to the global language of music and 
is dedicated to providing opportunities for extraordinary 
talent both at home and abroad. 
 

Mojito! evolved from Fitzgerald's recent participation in the 
Billboard Latin Music Awards in Miami. That voyage inspired 
this exciting collaboration with artists from Spain (Nancy 
Ruth and Juan Soto), Cuba (Lazaro Numa) and Chile 
(Christian Cifuentes), together with Australia’s own amazing 
talents, Charmaine Jones-Devasagayam, Alain Valodze 
(guitar), Satomi Ohnishi (percussion) and other guest artists. 
Mojito! was written by Steve Gration together with 
Fitzgerald, continuing on from their prior collaborations in 
Radio Daze and Swing – The Beat That Shook The World.  


